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BIG GAPS 
IN THE BIG APPLE

LESSONS FROM  
THE MEASURE  OF AMERICA

with KEN PREWITT, DALTON CONLEY, 
KRISTEN LEWIS,  and  SARAH BURD-SHARPS

You are invited by NYU Press, The 
Social Science Research Council, and 
The Institute for Public Knowledge 
to Big Gaps in the Big Apple: Lessons 
from The Measure of America. This 
is the latest update to the American 
Human Development Index – with a 
special focus on the New York metro 
area, home to some of the country’s 
highest—and lowest—levels of human 
well-being.  Learn about the big gaps 
in and around the Big Apple— the 
significant disparities in the health, 
education, and living standards 
of different groups and different 
neighborhoods in NYC, southern 
Connecticut, Westchester, Long Island, 
and Northern NJ.

The Measure of America, 2010-2011,  is the definitive volume on the overall well-
being of all Americans. How are Americans doing—compared to one another and 
compared to the rest of the world? This important, easy-to-understand guide paints 
a portrait of where different groups stand today and sets a benchmark for evaluating 
progress in the future.  

This beautifully illustrated volume, with over 130 color images, is based on the 
groundbreaking American Human Development Index, which provides a single 
measure of well-being for all Americans, broken down by state and congressional 
district, as well as by race, gender, and ethnicity. The Index rankings of the 50 states 
and 435 congressional districts reveal huge disparities in the health, education, and 
living standards of different groups. For example, Connecticut is one of the overall 
highest-ranking states while Mississippi is among the lowest, suggesting a 30-year 
gap in human development between the two states.  Further, the average resident 
of New York’s 14th Congressional District (part of Manhattan) earns over three 
times as much as the average resident of California’s 20th Congressional District 
(near Fresno), lives over four years longer, and is ten times as likely to have a college 
degree.

 The second in the American Human Development Report series, the 2010-2011 
edition features a completely updated Index, new findings on the well-being of dif-
ferent racial and ethnic groups from state to state, and a closer look at disparities 
within major metropolitan areas. It shines a spotlight on threats to progress and 
opportunity for Americans and identifies tested approaches to fostering resilience 
among different groups, covering a diverse array of topics related to risk and resil-
ience: How important is early childhood education? Who is most at risk for obesity? 
What are the unique risks facing African Americans? What about risks for people 
of low socioeconomic status? How can workers secure better footholds in the job 
market? How can parents create better work-life balance? 

The new American Human Development Report can help not only to “measure 
America” but also to build upon past policy successes, protect the progress made 
over the last half century from emerging risks, and develop an infrastructure of op-
portunity that can serve a new generation of Americans.

abouT The auThors

Kristen Lewis and Sarah Burd-Sharps are the co-directors of the American Human 
Development Project of the Social Science Research Council and co-authors of The 
Measure of America: American Human Development Report 2008-2009.

The Measure of 

AmericA
AmericAn Human Development RepoRt

mapping risks and resilience
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puBLicAtion dAte: novemBer 2010

trim size:  8 1/4” x 10”

304 pAGes
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a co-PuBlication with  
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■ definitive report on the well-being 
of Americans based on completely 
unique, groundbreaking data available 
only in this book

■ Highlights every state and congres-
sional district, making this a valuable 
resource for both national and local 
interests

■ Authors have been featured on ABc 
World news with diane sawyer,  
nPR’s Marketplace, and Real time 
Economics (a Wall street Journal  
blog)

■ Great for courses in introduction 
to sociology; American society;  
social stratification; and Population 
Research

See how your state or congressional district measures up at the  
interactive Human Development Project website: www.meAsure of AmericA.orG

2010-2011 editionFOREWORD BY JEFFREY D. SACHS

6:30-8:00 p.m. — Panel discussion
8:00-8:30 p.m. — Reception

KEN PREWITT was the Director of the 2000 US Census 
and is Carnegie Professor of Public Affairs at Columbia University

DALTON CONLEY is the Senior Vice Provost and Dean for the Social 
Sciences and University Professor at New York University

KRISTEN LEWIS AND SARAH BURD-SHARPS are the Co-Directors 
of the American Human Development Project and co-authors of  
THE MEASURE OF AMERICA 2010-2011

RSVP: betsy.steve@nyu.edu


