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• About Human Development

• What the American Human 
Development Index Reveals

• Key Findings in:

Health

Education

Income



MAIN OBJECTIVES

• Introduce an alternative to GDP for understanding progress.

• Generate fact-based public dialogue on “apples-to-apples” 
data.

• Empower people with an instrument to hold elected officials 
accountable on issues we all care about.
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About
Human Development
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Human development is the process of enlarging people’s freedoms 
and opportunities and improving their well-being. It:

1. Puts people at the center of analysis;
2. Encompasses the economic, social, cultural, environmental, and 
political processes that shape the range of options available to us;
3. Is expanded or constrained by the things we do ourselves and by the 
conditions and institutions around us.
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HUMAN DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT
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AMERICAN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX
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What the 
American HD Index

Reveals
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HISTORICAL TRENDS IN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
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Rate 
doubles

Nearly 9 
year 

increase

Steady
progress
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AMERICAN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX
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TOP:

CT

STATE MAP

BOTTOM:

WV

The U.S. Human 
Development Index is 

5.17



AMERICAN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT MAP

The U.S. Human 
Development Index is 

5.17

TOP:

CD 14, 
NY

BOTTOM:

CD 20, 
CA



AMERICAN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX
Metro Areas:  Chicago
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The typical Asian American in NJ:

 lives 26 years longer
 is 11 times more likely to have a 

graduate degree 
 earns $33,000 more per year

than the typical Native American 
in South Dakota. 
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STATE MAP

Health Index
Life Expectancy at Birth
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The U.S. Life 
Expectancy is

78.6

TOP:

HI
BOTTOM:

MS



A Tale of Two States: Minnesota and Mississippi 
xpectancy

Int’l
Life Span 
Comparison

Without
Health 
Insurance

Childhood 
Obesity

Risk 
behaviors/
chronic 
disease

Education: 
Did not 
complete 
HS

Minnesota
80.9 years

France, 
Sweden

Under 10% Lowest in 
nation

Low smoking, 
high public 
health
spending

8.4%

Mississippi
74.8 years

Mexico Over 20% Highest in 
nation

Low exercise, 
#2 in diabetes

20.1%
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT MAP

Health Index
Life Expectancy at Birth
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CD 8, 
VA

83.7

CD 3, 
WV
72.9

The U.S. Life 
Expectancy is

78.6
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Life Expectancy 
by Race/Ethnicity
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STATE MAP

Dashboard of Risks
Death rate due to trauma — unintentional injury, 

homicide, and suicide (per 100,000)
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Education Index
Educational Attainment and School Enrollment
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STATE MAP

BOTTOM:

AR

TOP:

DC

The U.S. Education 
Index is

5.15



Education Index
Educational Attainment and School Enrollment
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT MAP

HS COMPLETION
CD 29, TX

54%

HS 
COMPLETION

CD 6, CO
97%

The U.S. Education 
Index is

5.15
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CA-30, 
LA

CA-34,
LA

A Tale of 2 Districts: 
LA Metro Area

In Santa Monica, 
Malibu, and Beverly 
Hills (CA-30) nearly 
60% have a B.A. and 
over 25% have an 
advanced degree.

In Downtown LA (CA-
34), nearly half of 
adults have not 
competed HS and 11% 
have a B.A. 



Access to Knowledge: 
Race/Ethnicity & Gender
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•Male vs. female education outcomes
•High outcomes for Asian Americans
•Low outcomes for Latinos



What will it take?





Income Index
Median Earnings for the Population 16 and Older
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT MAP

The U.S. Median 
Earnings are

$29,755 BOTTOM:

CD16, 
NY -18K

TOP:
CD 14, 

NY -
60K
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GDP vs. Median Earnings:
Change Since 1974

Earnings 
up 

slightly.

GDP 
nearly 
tripled!
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EARNINGS BY RACE/ETHNICITY AND GENDER 

 Enormous gaps

 Men earn more 
than women in all 
groups

 Gender earnings 
gap greatest for 
whites: $15,500
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Why an $11,000 
gender earnings gap ?

In absence of family-friendly 
policies, women leave the 
workforce for caring labor. 

The U.S. is the only affluent
democracy with no federally 
mandated paid maternity leave. 

Other policies: paid leave, sick 
leave, affordable child care, etc. 



Change in Household Wealth Since 1983
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What will it take?

33
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What will it take?



WEBSITE
www.measureofamerica.org/maps
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TO DO: Insert screenshot of 
website & map programs

Check out the 

Interactive 
Map!



Thank you!

www.measureofamerica.org
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